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Wolltics, Witernture, Morality,

Porelgn any Momestic Mews, Setente any the Wets, Agriculture, MATkess,

S5 h b b B

fmusements, &e.

of insertieg dif-
0" Larger Advertiseimeits, a8 per agresment.

H.B. MASSIR,
ATTORNEY AT LAW,
" SUNBURY, PA.
Pusiness atteiided to in the Usuntios of Nor
humberdand, Union, Lycoming and Columbia.
o Refor tor
P. & A. Havovnr,
Lowsen & Dani~x,
Bomehs & Nwonanam,
Rurworns, MeFanuann & Co,
‘@pamine, Hoon & Co.,
TIE CHEAP DOOK STORE,
DANIELS & SMITE'S
Cuzar'Naw & Sgconp mano Hoox Stone,
North West corner nf Fourth and Arch Streels
: r‘“-?ﬂl’*‘:‘cl ical Book
; assica s,
e it a0
.BIOGRAPHICAL & HISTOKRICAL BOOKS,

SCHOOL BOOKS.

Scienriric asn Marnenaticarn Booxs.
Juvenile Books, in great variety.
Hymn Books and Prayer Books; Bibles, all sizes
and prices,

Blank Books, Writing Paper, and Stationary,
Wrholiaale and Retall,

prices are mmeh I he mEo ieen.

mldﬂ u:ln winmnll pnrm' I)Fhl::‘l'l p:r:lhfn:l- i

£ Books imported to aeder from London,
Philadelphin, April 1, 151F—y

Philad,

PORTERD & TWGLISE,
GROCERS COMMISSION MERCHANTS
and Dealers ln Seeds,

Ne. 3, Avch St PHILADELPHIA,
Constantly on hand u general assortment of
GROCERIES, TEAS, WINES, SEEDS,
LIQUORS, &e.

Te which they respectfully invite the aitention
of the publie.

ANl kinds of country produce taken in exchange
for Groceries or sold on Commission,
Philad, April 1, 1848—

. BASKET
MANUFACTORY,

No. 18 Seuth Second street Easl side; doton stairs,
PHILADELPHIA.

HENRY COULTER,

ESPECTFULLY informs .his friends and
the public, that he constantly keeps on
& large mssortment of chidrens willow
Coaches, Chairs, Cradies, market and travel-
lipg baskets, and evary variety of basket work
manufactored.
Ceuntry Merchants and others who wish to
sueh artieles, good and cheap, would
‘do well to call op him, a8 they are all manutec.
tored by him inthe best manner,
Philsde)phia, June 3, 1848.—1y
A ——————————— +__ —

CARD & SEAL ENGRAVING,.
g4 WM. G. MASON. )
48 Chdsnut of, 8 doory above 3nd ol., Philedelphia
Engraver of BUSINESS & VISITING CARDS,

Watch papers, Labels, Door plates, Seals and
Stamps-for Odd Fellows, Sons of Temperance,
&c., kc.—~Always on hand a grneral assortment

of Fine Fancy Goods, Gold pens of every quality.
Dog Collars fn great variety. Engravers tools
ehd materiale,

ney. for the Mannfacturer of Glaziers Dia-
n
Orders per mail - (post paid) will be punctuslly
m;hdn,u
Ilul_clrhia, April 1, 1848—y

T Y R 2o
PFIRST FPREMIUM PLANO TORTES.

igE-SUBSCRIBP‘.R has been appainted agent
'l yr the sale of CONRAD MEYER'S CELE-
BRATED PREMIUM ROSE WOOD PIANOS,

this place. These Pianos have a plain, mas-
sive and beautiful extetior finish, and, for depth
of tone, and elegance of workmanship, are oot
r, by any in the United States
instruments are highly approved of by
tha moet emibent Proféssors aud Uomposers of
Music in this and olher ciljes.

For qualities of tone, touch and keeping in
tane upon Concert pitch; they cannol be sucpas-
sed by eitber American or European Pianos,

‘(o it to say that Madame Castellan, W. V
Wallace, Vieus “:npl. uulhhh u:u-;. the le;lp.
W Flaniat, many others of the moat dis-
E luhfui performers, gnw given these instru.
ments preference over all others. )

They hiave also received the first notice of the
three last ibitions, and the last Silver Medal
w’gol'nh lin Tastitute in 1843, was awarded
“ta thamy. which, with other premiuma from the
m e, may be seen at the Ware-room No,

: ﬁmrl& st.

" Avother Silver Medal was awarded to C.

r, lﬁ.ﬂu Fratklin Institute, Oct. 1848 for

' Piano in the exhibition.

Agais—at the exhibition of the Franklin Insti-
‘ml, 1840, the first premivmand medal was
" U, haylr for his Pianos, although it

Hoen wwhrded pt the exhibition of the year

\@n the ground that he had made atill great-

Wr improvements in his [ustruments within the
past 12 monithe.

Again—a exhibition of the Franklin

te, 1847, a r Premium was awarded
t0'C. Meyer, for thebest Piane in the exhibition
0 at their last exbibition, Sept, 16847,
C. e firnt silver Medal and Di-
' re in the exhi
at the manufucty.

ed 1o call and axam-
residence of the sub-
H. B. MASSER.

- Pureoun are
1 .W“ '

" Sambhry, April 8, 1848 —

s SELECT POETRY.

ers—such long faces and bright faces—ah you

ing | sound senve and great franksness, good hu.

.| numes were not born to die.” He has not the

{From the Lady's Wreath ]
THE TEAR, OR CONROLATION,
Transiated from the French of Lamartine.

BY WON. FLLIS LXWIS.

Descend, thou silent tear,

On Earth’s cold bosom fall;
No picus hands are near, -

No friends on whom tb ‘call.
Fall, like tho pattering raim,

On rockn, from tow'ring sky,
Where sun is never scen,

Or wind, to wipe thee dry.
What care my fellow men

For my poor heart's deep woe ;
Too far above my pain,

My distant griefu to know.

They're free from doubts or cares;
No clouds their sky shall pall;
Their future has no fiars ;
Their cup is freo from gall.

That erowd, with frivilous noise,
Move on, in laughing ghee,
They need no pitying voice,
To sy, “I wezr witn Tasz!”
When friendship turns away,
Forgetful of her bond ;
The stafl, that was my stay,
Gives way and tears the hand ;
When man, as frail in fuith,
T'o shun contagious woe,

Daeserta our dreary path,
And leaves us to the foe

The gloomy future bears

No promise for to-morrow ;
The tasteof bitter tears

Is the solo bread of sorrow :

"T'is then Thy power relieves
The silence of my breast ;

"Tis then Thy Hand removes
The icy weight that press’d.

Thy tender Wond, too pure
To mix with Earth's vain strife,
Comes Lord, with solace sure,
When all is lost in life

‘Thy Heavenly Love beguiles
Our wors, like friend's embrace,
The world, which sees our smiles,
Theit source ean never trace

In prayer dissolve the soul,
And mingles with the skies,
Our tears no longer roll}
Thy Grace has dried our eyes,—
As sunlight, in the glen,
On branch and rocky glade,
Breaks through, and dries the rain
That lingered in the shade.

[Correspandence of the Boson Atlas.)
GEN'L TAYLOR—HIS PERSONAL APPEAR.
ANCE AND MANNERS.
New Ornraxs, Dec. 4, 1848,

As you may well suppose, the recent visit
of Gen. Taylor to this city created an im-
mense sensition. Everybody in N. Orleansof
course had often seen the old hero, but not an
individual of them all had set eyes upon the
President of the republic. Of course, every-
body must see Gen. Taylor over again, as if
~as indeed is the case—some new splendor
were suddenly attached 10 s0 popular a per-
sonage. Such a hurrying to and fro—snch a
running among office-holders and office seek-

can betler imagine than 1 describe the scene
that followed his landing from the boat.
Wearing his usual military coat and cap, he
quietly took his wayon foot to his quarters;
but the moment the word went round, ‘There’s
Old Zack,” he had such an escort that he
found it almost impossible to put one fool
before the other. The old General was
obliged to carry his cap in his hand, bowing
and smiling all the way, with such a perfect
recklessuess of all consequences to his never
surrender principle, (each new bow and smile
raising a hundred new men in his progress,)
that [ began to fear the guardian angels of
his neck and life had suddenly deserted their
posts. Then came the loud roer of artillery
ull over the city, and at every new discharge
the old hero’s eyes would brighten up, as if
he were admid the blazing cannon at Buena
Vista or Monterey.

The President elect is a little above the
middle stature, with a compact frame, antl
rather stout withal, He has just completed
his fifty-eighth year, and though his huir is
beginning to be a little silvery in hue, he
has none of the marks of age upon him. His
ruddy countenance and almost wonderful ac-
tivily, bespeak him in the enjoyment of the
most perfect health  As he sits in the sotun-
da of the hotel, chatting with all, his appear-
ance is that of & downright honest man of

mor, and urbanity in his character, You
would hardly take him to beone of the “whose

eommanding figure of Seolt, nor the ferocious
dignity of Twiggs, nor yet the aristocratic

bearing of that Orson of warriors, Hamey.
Neither is that 4

bid the idea, “you would expect a small clap
of thunder to follow it immediately. Knowsy]
ing him to be, as wo do, a master in what
the poet calls
“The art Napoleon, the mystery of commanding,”

I can easily imagine how the fires of that
eye must kiodle and flash amid the discharge
of artillery bn the Battle field. T do not
doubt it will keep a vigilant watch over the
‘¢onstitution and the best interests of the
‘vountry. Gen. Taylor has been acoustomed
Yo sleep on the ground, on plank and plat-
form, and he sleeps everywhere equally well*
| do not know that he sleeps with one eye
open, but if he should be beset at Washing.
ton by an army of office-holders and office-
seekers, forcing their way inte the White
House, I should not be surprised to hear that,
wrapping himself in his blenket, he threw
himself on the floor, some uight, near the en-
trance of the Executive mansion, with one
of his eagle-eyes wide open, to ‘‘see that the
Republic recgives no detriment.”

Gen, Taylar is one of the most socinble men
in the world, and when there is alarge crowd
around him, e may be seen running about,
chatting and laughing as pleasantly as if it
was his particular businessto make every one
happy; and you come away with the con-
viction thet he is the only man of the whole
crowd who has not beeen thinking of Presi-
dent Taylor. Inamixed assembly, he makes
no allusion to political topics, thovgh in a
company of personal friends he speaks his
mind very freely. Hisofl hand speeches—
and he has made quite a number here—show
unusoal intelligence and concentration of
thoughi, elothed in simple yet beautiful lun.

guage.

[From the Phitsdelphis Ledger,)
THE TEA PLANT.

In ten years we shall astonish the world
by producing tea in the United States, supe-
rior in quality to and cheaperin cost than the
tea of China, Thisisno idle prediction. Al-
ready we find it produced in large quantities
and of excellent flavor in Brazil; and Mr.
Junius Smith is now planting the shrub inone
of our Southern States with a view to its ex-
tensive cultivation,

M. Spencer Bonsail, of Philadelphia, has
been for ssme years engaged in snperintend-
ing a very extensive mnge of lea plantations
in Assam, having some thousands of hands
employed in the field and the factory. The
success was perfect and Assam is now a tea
cauntry, This gentleman has returned to
Philadelphia under the certain convietion that
tea can be grown here withouot doubt or diffi-
colty of any sort. We have been favored
with a perusal of his notes which reconl eve-
ry particular of his valuable experience and
from them we are ennbled to present 1o our
readers such a satisfactory summary as will
convince them that we need no protection to
grow our own tea. Assam is the northeas-
temmost part of British India, lying diagonal-
ly between 25 and 28 N. Lat. [t is watered
by the Brahmapootra.

The tea plant, whick, in China, is a shrub,
8rows native in Assam to the height of 30
and 40 feet. But for pluntation use, it is ne-
eessary 1o trim it, so that it shall not grow
over five or six feet, to place the leaves in
reach of the gatherer. With Yankees, it
might be allowed to grow much higher,

Green and blaek teas are made from the
same plant, the difference being owing to the
manner of coring, though some leaves are al-
lowed in making black tea whic would be
rejecled in green, because of their being a
little too old.

The wood of the tea bush is light colored
and close grained, and it smells, when peeled
like the black currant. The flowers are
white and fragrant. It is very leafy. The
green leaf is bitter, pungent and unsavory,
and its decoction would be any thing but pa
latable. The seed consists of two to five ha-
zelliko nuts, enclosed in a smooth, bread cap-
sule. The kernel is white, oily and nausgous.

The tea plant is remarkably hardy, and it
flourishes on the high slopes of mountains,
where frost and snow prevail three months
in the years! Iis favorite soil in China and
ulso in Assam, is the poorest yellow sandy
loam, with carbonate of iron in analysis. 8i-
lex, 76; elay, 10 : carb iron, 10; water, &e.,
4—100. Nao lime,

Praxtive.—Cuttings do well.  But usually
several seed, are, when gathered, put nt onee
into shallow holes four feet apart, and allow-
ed to grow up bush fashion, Or it is grown
in nurseries and transplanted. Iu four or five
‘weeks the germ appears ubove ground. It
grows abont a foot every. Tn the third year
they begin to gather the leaves; nipping ofl
theend bud so to restriot its height amd breadth
Tt in desirable toselect hillside ground, where
the sun shines about half the day. A good
iree is expected o yield

At 8 years 1§ 0z. 1ea,or 187 Ibs. per acre

g w9y “ m [ “
“

g g o . o
A1 6 years, when it is [ill bearing, 6 oz tea
or 750 lbs. per nore.

2000 trees are allowed to the acre. The

ning, and did not the smile upon his face for- |
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the work of ten men, and jolly as well, Ho
feels confident that the expensive hot hearth
process can be done with far greater nicety
by steam-hented metal plates, which would
preserve the flavor of the most delicate tons,
and eircular wird sereens, moving by steam
power, would wort the teas ensily enough.
Thus the whole manufacture is perfectly
adapted to machinery, and Mr. Bonsall thinks
that the best teas can be produced in this
lutitude, at a cost not exceeding a shilling a

pound !
When we say the best teas we do not wish

know here. For—nota bene—we will let
you into a secret, asking pardon of our tea
drinking and chatter exhilirating friends, for
the necessity which the conveyance of scien-
tific information imposcs of thus:letting the
cat out of the sack.

Good tea, or rather real genuine tea at all
isa commodity which, like the delicate and
blushing aurora borealis, we read of every
day, but see ouly once in years, und then by
chance. Real tea begets the most refined
and lady-like allusions {o the foibles of our
neighbors ; while the trash we drink gives
our tea-table scandal its proverbial harshness,

There is not a single box of tea, after all
the pains taken by the country makers, that
is not opened and extensively be-rubbished
by the Cauton dealers before it is allowed to
get into the hunds of Christian barbarians,
In our cities it undergoes nlso a liberul be-
Yankefication before it reaches our tea-
rooms ! so that what is real tea is the excep-
tion, amd what is not ten is the rule.

Almost every farmer in Chine mises his
own family tea, and thus eseapes the ndultern-
tion

Now we would eamnestly recommnend some

tion for the eoltivation and manufacture of
tea, and to secure the aid of Me. Bonsall,
whose characler s entirely free from san-
gamne enthusiosm, and who is the only per-
son in our counrry thoroughly fumiliar with
tea culture in all its details.
casily procured ; of its adaptien to our soil
there cannot be o doubt; and of its profits
there ¢an scardely be much fear, while the
risk of loss would in any case be trifling.
Our agricultural societies throughout the
land and the governments of every State
should be earnestly pressed 1o turn their al®
tention to this matter, and todo whatever is
in their power to promote so useful n branch
of home industry. : ANTHRAX,

Revicion Suicatiy Serivkuen witn Povni-
tics, —Al the lnte Conference of the Metho-

town of Elizabeth City, N. C., the Rev, M.
Rosser, toward the close of & sermon preach-
ed by him, in illustration of the mightly a-
chievements which perseverance bad aecom-
plished, referred in his usual eloguent style,
to the gailant Zachary Taylor leading his
small, but Spartan Band, against the superior
numbers of the Mexican forces; and feeling
that enthusiasm so becoming the heart of an
American citizen, nolwithstanding he was a
democrat, he broke out in the following lan-
guage : “I pray God that he may be elected ”
Hero the speaker pavsed, and looking over
the congregation he saw at a glanee the ef-
fect producted, The friends of the old Gene-
al seemed ready for & hearty amen, whilst
his opponents seemed awfully to fear it, He
immediately added—*“to efernal salvation by
faith and good works.” At this point the
preacher took his seat, and immediately o
reverend gentlemen ofthe derocratio party
struck up the old familiar hymn, “Come all
my partnersin distress,”  The friends of the
old General lost their gravity ut the sugular
coincidence.

A Wir Discosirrep.—“We remember
witnessing the complete discomfiture of a

ly delivered, at a supper party bya little girl:
—“If you pleuse, Mr. B———, mamma sends
ber compliments, and would be much obliged
if you would begin to be funny —Ib.

A Jiw v'Eserit.—Somebody asked the
Maron Rothschilds to take venison—¢“No,"
said the Baron, “l never eatsh weushon ; |
don’t think it ish so coot ash mutton ' —0h!"
said the Baron's friend, I wonder at your
saying so; if mutton were not better than ve-
nigon, why does venison cost so much more 1"
—“Vy ¥ replied the Baron, “I will tell you
vy==in dish world de peoples alwaysh prefers
vat ish deer to vat ish sheep.”—=Theodore
Hook's Remains. :

ON ANEEZING,

i you sneeze on Monday, you sueeze for danger;
Bneezo on o Tuesduy, kiss o stranger ;
Sneezo on o Wednesdoy, sieeze for a letter
Bnecze on a Thurslay, something better;
Bnecze on o Friday, sueese for sorrow ;
Bneeze on a Baturday, see your sweetheart to-

INOTTOW §
Sueeze on & Sunday, and the devil will have do-
minion over you all the week !

Suaksrrane Frescnirien <A Freochiman

to be understood to mean the best that we |

of our agricaltural {ricnds to form an associa- |

The seed is |

dist Episcopal Church, South, held in the |

wit, of no inferior order, by a message, polite- |

QUAKER ANECDOTE,

Thers is 8 good story told of a quaker, who
doring the Jast war with England owned a
vossel, in which he hud mken passage for
home, haying been to a foreign port on busi.
ness. On the passage the vessel was over-
hanled by a privateer, The Friend wis of
volirse anxious to save his property, and al
the same time desirons of avoiding a partici-
pation in fighting.—He said to the Captain,

4] do not approve of fighting, but thee
must get the vessel to port safely.”

He then went below. The enemy rapidly
approached, and having fire a few times,
came nenr with the intention of boarding.
As she got along side, ouf Quaker friend came
upon deck with a hatchet in his hand. One
of the enemy hnd seized a rope which hap-
pened to be hanging over the side of the ves-
sel, and was climbing vpon deck. Approach-
ing hizn, the Quaker said:

“Friend, if thee wants that piece of rope,
thee may have jt 1"

And suiting the setion 1o the word, he cut
ofl the rope and down went the poor fellow
into the ocean. It is needless 10 add, that
the privateet hauled off and her intended
prize arrived safely at its port.—Lynn News.

A Toven Customen.—A Canandian of this
city who bought & patriarch of a turkey, that
had [rightened every other purchuser from
the idea of making a jaw-ful feast of him,
said afterwards: “1 ook him home—my
wifee bile him tree hours, and den he crow.—-
My wife put him in do pot wid de taters, and
he kick ‘em ull out.””—Northern Tribune,
| Batl, Me.

Gex. Tavion —The editor of the New
| York Courier, on his retuin from Washing-
ton, says that no man there knows, or pre-
tends to know, whom Gen. Taylor intends
ealling into his cabinet.
|
l; A Poor Esponser —A worthy, but peor
| minister, vriting to a friend from the coun-
try, requested, a few days since, the loan of
fifty dollars from the cashier of our bank:
and in the note requesting the favor, lie said
that if the cashier would oblige him, he would
pay him in ten days, on the faith of Abra-
ham.” The cashier retumed word “that by
the rules of the bank, the endorser must re-
side in the State !""—Knickerbocker.

Excuisn Taieves represent themselves at
the west az traveling noblemen, ‘uking
notes.” which they do only by picking pocs
kets.

Mrs. Partington says that her minister on
| Thanksgiving day, preached about “the paro-
dy of the probable son.”

A young girl intending togo and buy some
hard soap, stopped some time at the storeand
received a great quantity of soft soap from
the elerk.

ExtraorniNnany Fear or A Manp.—A
Yunkee veteran of the turf, John Sherman of
Cambridge, Mass,, rode his celebrated mare
Lady Romp twenty miles within an hour, on
Tuesday last, at the Washington Trolting
Course, loeluding the old man, his saddle,
&e., the mare had to carry over 200 pounds
—a feat, they say, never before equalled.

Sin Hexny Lyrrox Buiwes is, it is said,
shortly to marry the Hon. Georgiann Welles-
ley, voungest davghter of the late, and sister
of the present Lord Cowleys

Ax eruption of the voleano Klat, in the
| Island of Borueo, has oceurred and spread
| immense destruction of man, cattie ud pop-
erty on every side.

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE,

| To the Senate and House of Representalives
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania :

Ferrow Crrizexs,—In performing the res-
ponsible duties enjoined by the Constitution,
{ on the Execulive of the State, a sincere plea-
| sure is felt in addressing at the commence-
! ment of each session of the Legislature the
| immediate representatives of the people,—
| To present to them in faithful candor the trme
| positiou of public atlnirs, to suggest remedies

or known wants, to aid in the enactment of
such measures as the interests, lup[linr'm wned
wellare of the citizens seem b demand, is
not less gratifying that it is ina le the duty of
the Execotive department. The events of
the past yeur, will not fail 1o teach us the
lesson of an overruling Provideoce and the
gratitude we owe asa people for the bless-
ings which, through the wisdom of Almighty
Goodness, have 1 vouchsated to the na-
tion. When the representatives of the peo-
ple lust met, there existed between our coun-
try and a neighboring republic, & fierce and
’ bitter war, The resull, indeed, was not
doubiful, for, with a ylopla justly celebrated
among nations, for theiruncouguerable brave-
{ ?‘r, unsurpassed skill in military uffairs, and
their gieat superiority over their enemies in
physical and mental qualities, victory was the
necessary couséquence; yel ths undeeided
contest was o souree of profound regret, for
the saerifice of human lite, and the expendi-
ture of public and private \reasure necessary
to the re-estublislunent of our own peaceful
wl‘a!ious;; fi fivi k bat the
t is therefore gratifying to koow, that t
wur lind fully terminated, aud that Peace, the
rational desire of all, sheds againits blﬁ‘
on every portion of our country, Tat nAT
mighty ’l‘uhu, who in merey turaed the
hearts of the rolers of both eountries, !:nh&

his brow which tree lives o 50 years of dge. who aspired to do the leadiog parts in un
:‘u.m The process of manvfacture consistschiefly | English theatre, gave the following as  spe-
y in oftrapentod exposure of the leaves in well- | cimen of his ability to play rd the
which ‘beated iron vessels, with quick and accurate | Third :
charadyiucls mianipulations, till the ungent oil Is extracted |  Now is d winter of dam uneasiness,
—that Which from them, and in dext tolling them | = Made into hot weddor by York's little boy.
in S0 curl the leal ns we see i, | (Dut is vot you call de son of York;)
& vast doal of i, for | And de dark cloud which stick st top,
-n: smoking of a | Ofds house in de botiom ofde ses,
10 dispense Ds. Gaaves, in hisClinical Loatnres, siates,
the leaves | as a remurkable cireumstance, that females
which one boy did | are rarely affected with stammering
- - - - ———— i T

shonli uce in our hearts a fervent ac-
knowledgement of His superintending kind-
neas and merey. 4

In the late contest with Mexico, this Com-
monwedlth was ealled vpon by the National
Government, to furnish a portion of the troops
desmed necessary by the constituted authori-
lies to carry the war to o successiul issue.—
With this tequisition it is scarcely necessar
to state, our Commonwealth complied with
the alacrity which has heretofore distinguish-
ed her among her mister republics. A large
volunteer foree was instantly placed at the
disposal of the National Government, and it
is & malter of just pride to their fellow eiti-
zens; that in the discharge of every duty,
these volunteers maintained the honor of the
State, and the renown of their comniry. The
citizen soldier who fortunately eseaped death,
has returned to his fumily and friends, after
having earned for himself and the State, o
reputation for undaunted bravery, for endu-
Ting and patient suffering, and manly and he-
roie virtue, that the future anualist will delight
1o record.

Itis doe to theso patriotie citizens, that
this commanwenlth do some et as an fe-
krrowledgement of their past illustrious ser-
vices. To the memory of the dead who fell
in the service of their tountry, it is the duty
of the Siate 10 erect a  spitable monument,
that their bravery and virtpe may be endu-
ringly remembered, and their heroie sacrifice
emuliated in other times, should the hanor and
silety of the conntry require it from future
generations,

Since the adjonrnment of the last Legislu-
ture, the Chief Fxecntive Officer of the Com.
monwealth, the late Governor Shunk, has
sunk beneath the malady which then afflicted
him. He dicd on the 20th day of July, 1848,

It will not bo deemed improper in me to
aay a few words in 1eference to the character
of the illustrious decensed,

The late Governor Shunk having spent a
large portion of his life in the public service,
and having mingled mueh with his fellow
vilizens, wus well and extensively known
thronghout the State, and it is with pleasure
the cireomstinee is rocalled to my mind, that
at one period of his life, I had the honor to
enjoy his intimate personal friendship,

During our intimacy, it always gave Lim
greal pleasure to aid and rssist the young and
inexperienced to relieve the distressed, and
to impart to his fellow men by words of kind-
ness, and deeds of charity, o« largea share of
h:lr iness ns his condition would allow,

is interconrse with others was courteous,
liis friendships were lasting, his attachments
strong and enduring, while his resentments
for injuries were transitory and made no per-
manent impression in his bosom. It may
with teith be said of Governor Shunk, that
he was a sincere friend, n good neighbor, a
pure Christian and an honest man.  Soch was
the repntation he sustained among his fellow
citizens when my intimacy with him, gave
me & knowledge of his character, and al-
though a difference of political views separa-
ted us for many years before his death, his
friends, at a later period of his life, have
borne testimony that the same purity of in-
tention and desire of well doing remained
with him nntil the hoor of his disselution,

The Legislature is respectlully invited to
take such action in relation to the decease of
the first Chiel Magistrate of the Common-
wealth, whose death occurred during the pe-
riod for which he was elected, ns may be
deemed most appropriate to express its sym-
pathy for the sorrow and bereavement of the
surviving relatives, and to testify its respect
for the memory of the virtues of the distin-
guished dead.

Prior to the decense of Goveryor Shunk ;
on the 9th day of July, 1848, asuppears by
the records in the Stale Department, he re-
signed the office of Governor of this Common-
wealth, and thereupon, under the provisions
of the 14th section of the 2nd article of the
Constitution, which declares, that “in case of
the death or resiznalion of the Governor, or
of his removal from office, the Speaker of
the Senate shall exercise the office of Go-
vernor, until another Governor shall be duly
qualified,” the duties of the Executive De-
partment of the Government devolved on me.

Oifficial information of theact of resignation.
did not reach me until the 17th day of July,
1848. The section of the constitution hercin
reforred 1o also declursd in refesence 1o the
same subjeot, that “in such case unother Go-
vernor 8hall be chosen at the next annval e
loction of Representatives, unless such death
resiguation or removal shall oceur within

ing such vext anmunl eleetion @ inwhich ense
a Governor shall be cliosen at the second
suceeeding annual election of Representa-
tives.”) By the 3dth section of the aet of the
General Assembly relating to the elections of
this Commonwealth, it is provided, that “in
case any vacaney shall pecor in the office of
Governor of this Commuonwealth, more than
three ealendar months noxt preeceding the
Tueslay in October in any year, it shall be
the duty of the Speaker of the Seoatle, or
whoever shall be in the exercise of the
oifiee of Governor, 1o issue his wrils 10
the Sheriffs of the several conpties, requi-
riug them to give the usual notice, that an
election to supply such vaueancy will take
place on the second Toesday in October next
thereafter, and when speh vacancy ocours
within three calendar months before the sec-
oud Tuesday in October, it shall be the duty
of the Speaker of the Benate, or whoever uh'.lfl
b in the exercise of the office of Governor 10
issue his writsas a aforesaid, requiring notice
of such election on the second Tuesday in
Oetober next, alter the issoing of said writ,
and in each case said writ shall jssue at least
three caleodar months baefore the election.”
An examination of the constitutional provis
sions; Lh? ‘h?: of Almm_bly s ?lalul lh_eﬂi_rimum«
stances of the resignation, will sati
that while the resignation nc.eurnn{ m,:"u
thun three months before the next annual
election of Representatives it ook place ata
time rendering a"complianee with the set of
assembly in relation 1o the issuing of writs,
utierly lmvibla. In this view of the case,
it might have been de¢med a compliance
with aluty, to have refrained from all interfe-
rance in the matter, inasmuch as events had
put it out of my power to comply with 1
terms of the act of Assembly, directory of the
mode in which the Cmuilu:fnul pravision on
the subject should be carried into effect.
After a full sad earefyl examination af the
whale matter, [ believed it my duty to issue

P byt e
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election of & rate of this

of . l&“mmu&.‘lhu“‘"h_
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Elele b ae
| doubt arose, the betier a republican [

three calendar months immedistely preced. |

fion which would eontinue official station in
myself, Beyond the eatlies apportonity
to surrender it into his hauds, The oiganic law
required the election, and the Legislative en-
aciment shonld be s ednstrued s not 1o con-
tiavene the Constitutional provision, Had the
terms of the Constitution” and laws clearly
Fiwn a different  position 10 the qnﬂtlnn,
wwever unpleasant the task of performing
the duties of the offiee withont the ¢hdorse.
ment of the people’s will, they wodld Have
been fuithiully executed.

In assuming as Speaker of the Sedite, 1he
exercise of Execulive functions, a[ih'oug not
deeming it absolutely necessary, prodence
suggested the propriety of being sworn tp &
faithful dischargé. of the Executive duti
and an oath to that effect wos administe
to me by the honorable the Speaker of the
House 0% Representatives,

A law requiring in all cases of death or re-
signation of the Governor, or of his removal
from office; that writs to the Sheriffs of the
different ‘countivs shull b issued us soon aa
the ¥peaker of the Senate shull be ofticially
infurmed of such death, resignntion or re.
moval, and requiring, further, that the officer
assuming  Execotive funetions should
sworn in the same manner and to the same
effect as in case of a Chiof Magistrate indue-
ted into office, determining ulso the person
anthorized to administer the onth, woull ob-
vinte future doubls, and the xame is respect-
tully recommended to the Legislatore, ’

Itis wmlhir the attention of the Legishiure
and the people, that no provision existsin the
Constitution in the contingency of the death,
or inabilty 1 serve of the Speaker of the Sen-
ite aller the death, resigmation, or removal of
the Governor, for the election of & presiding
magistrate. Such an event happening, the
government would be left without a constitu-
tional officer to carry on ils operations. An
omission of such importance should be supplied
ut the earliest possible period.

Resolutions expressive of the profound sor-
row of the legisiature, for the .rmm of that
lustrious patriot and sage, John Quiney
Adams, and of condolence for the family in
their bereavement, were passed by that body
| at its Lost session : and the Exceutive was di-
[ rected to transmit the same tothe widow and
| family of the decensed. The letter of the
late Exeeutive in the performance of that
duty, und the reply of the veneisble survivor,
are herewith travsmitted,

The attention of the Legislatore having
been ealled 1o the neglected and suffering
condition of the insane rof the State, an
act was pasasd on the lmday of April, 1848
providing for the establishment of an assylum
for Yhis imfortunate class of our indigent”
ulation, to be located within ten miles 'o[pn'ra-
seat of government. The commissiohers
numed in this act, with funds contributed for
the purpose by humane and benevolent eiti-
zens of Harrisburg, aided by a liberal appro-
riation made from the treasury of Dauphin
“ounty, purchased a farm of about 130 acres
cligibly situated within o mile sod a half of
the Stite Capitol. In January, 1846, these
commissioners made a report 10 the Legisla-
ture, in which they stated, that ona eritical
examination of the aforesaid ncl, such defects
were apparent, that they did not conceive
themselves justified in proceeding with the
bullding, or in making any expenditure of the
sum appropriated by the State, towards its
erection, until some modification should be
mado in the law under which they were acting
To remedy these defeets a supplementary act
was passed, on the 11ih day of April, 1848,
upon which the commissioners forthwith a-
dopted measures for the commencement of
the work. A plag for the proposed buildi
wag adopted, and a contraet was made wit
an experienced archileet and builder for ils
construction. A considerable portion of the
materinly, as [ am informed, has been provis
ded; the excavalion of the eellars and found-
ation has been made; the ]g)‘it“g of the stone
masonry commenced, aud the liydraulic ap:
paratus for rising water to the building nea\-ﬁ:
completed. Of the appropriation made on
accotinit of this building, a warrant has been
drawn for 5,000, of which only §2,726 05
has been expended. Itis hopsd and believed
that the work will be forwarded with as much
destateh as is copsistent with prudence and a
proper regurd for the comlorts aud restoration
ul e atlhicted josane poar.

By the act of the 4th of May. 1841, enti-
tled “An act to provide revenue to meet the
demunnds on the treasury, and for other purs
[wu---l," cortwin banks were agthorized 1o sub-
seribe for aloan to the commonwealth, 1o an
amonut equial to w fixed per centaze therein
stated, on their respeenive capitils: the as
monnt of sueh loun to be pleeed in the trea-
sury for the vse thereol, in notes of snid banks
of the denominution of one. two and five dol
lnre. By the terms of the law, the loan was
redeemable at any time within five years,
and was peremptory that it shonld he paid,
and the notes nothorized 10 be issved, withe
drawn from cireulation on or before the 4th
day of May, 1848, The act also provided,
that the bauks issuing said  notes should re-
ceive them ut par value in payment of debts
due these institutions. It was thooght, 1hat
by making their redomption dependant on
the fafth of the Siate, as well as on that of
the banks by which they were issuned, a sfe
and reliable currency would be constituted,
while the State would bo largely behefitted
by & loan at one, instead of five and =ix per
COlL., BE 0N PrOVIOUs 0CCAsions, .

the ceratores of the banks constitu-, °
ted & loan to llln.- {'urgmunwmll ) ! l'!‘l:;ﬂ‘qlli-
redl to be paid into the theguey o the mgn-
nor presoribed in the Taws pod were vl
uble at their par value at dbunters o1 ‘the
banks: and the circomstgnee of the faith of
the State in addition 1o that of the banks, he-
i »d for their redemption, could not
rmo a rational doubt of their constitutionality
How ﬁ&l mbl'ﬁlnl act, passed the 3ist
ny, 1844, by relieving the banks

from all responsibility touching their redamp-
tion and Eymmt', thereby making themd an
issue on the part of the Comimonwealth, re-
deemable at the treasury alone; contruvened
the Constitution of the United Btes, it is
not necessary now to deeide.

Under the provisions of the original st of
the 41h of May, 1841, the dmount of noles
issued  was 2,220,205 dols,  which Wae

ifieally & jmted 1o the 1 of the
g::cemmein m‘: the yesr, the pagment of
Bl Wherein

debts, and other specml pu
mentionad. Within two mﬂl the
sum of 185,214 dols.; of #i ne mﬁnﬂ-
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The votes thus issned, wers’ !}:tnnlinlly., e



